Clark County Public Health Department
997 N York St, Martinsville, IL 62442
Phone: (217) 382-4207 ~ FAX: (217) 382-4226
http://www.clarkhd.org

Drilled Well Disinfection
Amount of laundry bleach (5.25% chlorine) required for each 100 gallons of water equals 3 cups. One equals 8
ounces, 2 cups equal 1 pint, and 4 cups equal 1 quart.
1. Using the table below, determine the amount of water in your well by multiplying the gallons per foot
by the number of feet of water in the well. (Considering the well full of water will be satisfactory in
most cases, as a slight overdose does no harm.) For example, using the above table, a 6-inch diameter
well that is 300 feet deep contains 450 gallons of water (300 ft. x 1.5 gallons/ft.=450 gallons).

Well Diameter
(inches)

Capacity
(gallons/foot)

3

0.37

4

0.65

5

1.0

6

1.5

8

2.6

10

4.1

12

6.0

2. Each 100 gallons of water in the well requires 3 cups of laundry bleach. Using the same example, a well
containing 450 gallons of water requires 13.5 cups (450 gallons/100 gallons x 3 cups=13.5 cups) or 3 ½
quarts of liquid laundry bleach. Mix this total amount in about 10 gallons of water.
3. Pour this solution into the top of the well between the casing and the drop pipe before the well seal is
installed.
4. Connect one or more hoses from faucets on the discharge side of the pressure tank to the top of the
well casing and start the pump, recirculating the water back into the well for at least 15 minutes. Then
open each faucet in the system until a chlorine smell is noticeable. Close all faucets. Rinse chlorine
solution off wire and pitless adapter in well casing. Seal the top of the casing with a sanitary well seal.

5. After standing, operate the pump, discharge water from all outlets until all chlorine odor disappears.
After several days use, submit a sample of the water to a laboratory for analysis.
CHLORINE HAZARDS TO AVOID
When working with chlorine, you should always be in an open or well-ventilated place. Do not allow the strong
liquid to remain in contact with the skin or clothing. Solutions are best handled in plastic containers since
strong chlorine solutions corrode metal containers.

